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RIJEC AUTORA
Mala i mnogima nepoznata licka rijeka

Sve rijeke zasluzuju knjigu o sebi jer rijeke su za zemlju ono §to je krvotok za ljude. Svaka ima neke
svoje specifi¢nosti, jedinstveno korito izdubljeno u povrsini planeta, svoju floru i faunu, boju - svoju
hidrografiju. No rijeke ne Zive same, oko njih odvajkada zive ljudi koji bez vode ne mogu. Boraveci
pored rijeke, putujuci po njoj ili uz nju, ljudi su ostavili brojne tragove pa, osim hidrografskih znacajki,
svaka rijeka ima i svoje povijesne tragove koji su nastali interakcijom ¢ovjeka i prirodnog okolisa.

Rijeka Jadova nalazi se u Lici gdje su zime duge i ostre, a ljeta iznimno topla, suha i kratka. U studenome
je Jadova puna vode, poplavljuje okolno zemljiste i ¢ini prili¢nu Stetu, a ljeti ona potpuno presusi i pretvara
se u dugacki suhi jarak u kojem ponegdje raste trava i poljsko cvijece. Bez obzira na ovako velike oscilacije,
ljudi su jo$ od vremena drevnih Japoda, prvih poznatih stanovnika Like, Zivjeli pored rijeke Jadove.

Zivot uz rijeku koja ti je majka, ali ponekad moze biti i maéeha, nije bio lagan, ali ovjek je bio uporan i
domisljat. Boriti se protiv rijeke kad nabuja i spremiti visak vode za razdoblje kada ona presusi bila je glavna
organizacija Zivota uz Jadovu. U toj surovoj zivotnoj igri ¢ovjek je oko Jadove ostavio brojne tragove. Upravo
ta gustoca povijesnih tragova na relativno uskom prostoru oko rijeke, u kombinaciji s prekrasnom prirodom,
¢ini Jadovu posebnom. Kada se uvjerite u ljepotu izvora Jadove, netaknutih dijelova toka, sklada izmedu
vodene povrsine i travnatih livada koje je okruzuju, kada se kod ostataka starih mlinova razveselite zvuku
zubora vode, kada otkrijete stare kamene prijelaze i osjetite da drevni Japodi tu na neki nedokuciv nacin

jos zive... shvatit ¢ete da rijeka Jadova mora na dar dobiti barem ovakvu knjigu. Nasa je zelja da vam ona
otkrije Jadovu oko koje se nalaze brojni tajnoviti tragovi proslosti koje mozete i sami otkrivati i proucavati,
oko koje su brojne lako dostupne uzvisine s kojih, zbog prekrasnog pogleda, necete htjeti otici, oko koje

su izvori s kojih mozete piti, $pilje koje Zelite istraZiti, mostovi preko kojih morate prijeéi... Zelja nam je da
ova knjiga ¢itateljima priblizi jedan o¢uvani svemir koji, ako mu se prepustite, ima mo¢ iscjeljivanja.

Obilazeci Jadovu od izvora do usca otkrili smo brojne zanimljivosti. Svaka je istaknuta zasebno,
jednom ili vise fotografija, a tekstualni dio dug je tek toliko koliko je potrebno da ¢itateljima
pruzi osnovne informacije. Naime, glavni je cilj ove knjige potaknuti ¢itatelje da krenu u
obilazak Jadove te da se uvjere u njezinu ljepotu kojom smo i sami bili odusevljeni.

Zbog velikog postovanja koje osje¢camo prema malim hrvatskim rijekama, o kojima ve¢ nekoliko godina
piSemo serijal u edukativhom c¢asopisu Meridijani, bila nam je velika cast i zadovoljstvo obilaziti rijeku
Jadovu. Ipak, nismo uspjeli obici sve §to smo Zeljeli pa je ostalo kutaka koje tek moramo otkriti ili ¢e

ih, potaknuti ovom knjizicom, otkriti neki novi znatizeljnici. Istrazujuci tajne Jadove shvatili smo da
prirodnim i povijesnim zanimljivostima jednostavno nema kraja. Bas kad smo pomislili da smo obradili
jedno podrucje, pojavile su se nove spoznaje zbog kojih smo Jadovu promatrali drugacijim o¢ima.

Jadova je nepravedno zaboravljena i napustena hrvatska rijeka. Prije ili kasnije zapljusnut ¢e je turisti¢ki cunami

pa bi trebalo na vrijeme zastititi njezine vrijednosti. Mozda ¢e i ova nasa knjiga biti poticaj da se podrucje
njezina prostiranja proglasi zasticenim parkom, kako bi se preduhitrila moguc¢a devastacija prostora.

Neka ova knjiga putuje svijetom, neka pronosi sliku i rije¢ o Jadovi i neka potakne $to vise ¢itatelja
da je posjete i potraze tragove od vremena drevnih Japoda pa sve do tragova autora ove knjige.

Vasi Faruk i Nikola



AUTHOR’'S NOTE
A small and to many people unknown river in Lika

All rivers deserve a book because rivers are to the land what the bloodstream is to humans. Each river
has its own characteristics, a unique bed carved into the surface of the planet, its flora and fauna,

its color - its hydrography. But rivers do not exist in isolation; people have lived around them since
time immemorial and they have been unable to live without them. By residing near a river, traveling
on it or alongside it, people have left numerous traces. Besides hydrographic features, each river has
historical traces resulting from the interaction between humans and the natural environment.

The Jadova River is located in the Croatian region of Lika, where winters are long and harsh, and summers
are extremely warm, dry, and short. In November, the Jadova is full of water, flooding the surrounding
land and causing considerable damage. In summer, it completely dries up, leaving behind a dry ditch with
patches of grass and scattered wildflowers. Despite experiencing such significant variations, people have
lived by the Jadova River since the time of the ancient Japods, the first known inhabitants of Lika.

Living near a river that can be a kind mother and sometimes a cruel stepmother was not easy, but people

were resilient and resourceful. Fighting against the river when it swells and storing excess water for the period
when it dries up was the main organization of life along the Jadova River. In this harsh game of life, people
have left plenty of traces around the Jadova. It is precisely this amount of historical traces in a relatively
narrow area around the river, combined with the beautiful nature, that makes the Jadova so special. When
you witness the breathtaking beauty of Jadova’s source, the untouched parts of its course, and the serene
harmony between its waters and the surrounding meadows, when you immerse yourself in the soothing
sounds of rushing water near the remains of old mills, discover historic stone crossings, and feel the enigmatic
presence of the ancient Japods... it becomes clear that the Jadova River deserves nothing less than a book

such as this as a tribute. With this book we wish to introduce you to the true Jadova, with countless enigmatic
remains of the past which you can explore and discover on your own. Surrounded by easily accessible
elevations offering breathtaking views which you will find hard to tear yourself away from, the river is

dotted with springs from which you can drink, caves you want to venture into, bridges you must cross...

With this book we wish to bring readers closer to a preserved universe that, if surrendered to, has the power to heal.

While exploring the Jadova from its source to its mouth, we stumbled upon many fascinating features. Each of these
is showcased in the book with vivid photographs, accompanied by text that provides essential information. The main
goal of this book is to encourage readers to go and discover the captivating beauty of the Jadova River themselves.

Given our great respect for Croatia’s smaller rivers, which we have been spotlighting in the educational
magazine Meridijani for several years now, it was both an honor and a pleasure to embark on an exploration
of the Jadova River. However, we were unable to visit everything we wanted, leaving corners that we still need
to discover or that, inspired by this booklet, new curious minds still have to reveal. Exploring the secrets of
the Jadova, we realized that there is simply no end to natural and historical wonders. Just when we thought
we had covered one area, new insights emerged, causing us to see the Jadova through different eyes.

The Jadova is an unfairly forgotten and abandoned Croatian river. Sooner or later, it will be hit by a tourist wave, so
it is essential to protect its values on time. Perhaps this book will serve as an encouragement to declare the area a
protected park, an idea we are extremely passionate about. This might prevent possible environmental devastation.

May this book travel far and wide, sharing the beauty and stories of the Jadova River,
inspiring countless readers to explore its banks and uncover traces from the era of the
ancient Japods, all the way to the footprints left by the authors of this book.

Yours sincerely, Faruk and Nikola
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INFO Rijeka Jadova

Izvor: u blizini zaseoka Lazici kod sela

Gornja Ploca (op¢ina Lovinac)

Nadmorska visina izvora: 630 m

Usce: u rijeku Liku kod zaseoka

Kulica (grad Gospi¢)

Nadmorska visina us¢a: 550 m

Duzina toka: 41 km

Zra¢na udaljenost od izvora do usc¢a: 21 km
Pritoke: Salakovac, Kovacica, Graovceva rijeka,
Rakica potok, Tunjevac, Volaricki potok
Zupanija: Jadova tece kroz Licko-senjsku zupaniju

Kako je rijeka dobila ime?

Jadova je ime vjerojatno dobila po jednoj od narodnih
predaja. U vrijeme osmanske vladavine posjed je na
podrudju Vrepca imao beg Alaga Vrebo. Njegov sin
Cesto se igrao na obali rijeke, no tijekom jedne igre
djecak je, nazalost, pao u vodu i utopio se. Njegova je
majka svaki dan dolazila na obalu rijeke i jadikovala ili
jadovala. Tako su ljudi rijeku prozvali Jadova. Prema
narodnoj predaji ova rijeka u dalekoj proslosti zvala

se i Milava. U vrijeme ljetnih susa Jadova presusi pa

je tako nastao i naziv Jaruga koji se i danas koristi.

INFO The Jadova River

Source: near the hamlet of Lazi¢i by the village of

Gornja Ploc¢a (the Municipality of Lovinac)

Elevation of the source: 630 m

Mouth: into the Lika River near the hamlet

of Kulica (the Town of Gospi¢)

Elevation of the mouth: 550 m

Length of the course: 41 km

Straight-line distance from source to mouth: 21 km
Tributaries: the Salakovac stream, the Kovacica, the Graovieva
River, the Raki¢ stream, the Tunjevac, the Volaricki stream
County: The Jadova flows through Lika-Senj County

How did the river get its name?

The Jadova likely got its name from one of the local legends.
During the Ottoman rule, the Vrabec area was owned by
Bey Alaga Vrebo. His son would often play on the riverbank.
Tragically, during one such game, the boy fell into the water
and drowned. His mother would come to the riverbank
every day, mourning or ‘jadovala’ (in Croatian). Therefore,
the people decided to name the river Jadova’ According

to folklore, in the distant past, this river was also called
‘Milava. During summer droughts, the Jadova would dry up,
giving rise to the name ‘Jaruga; which is still used today.

1 Izvor Jadove 5 Strazbenica
Source of the Jadova g Viodena pecina
= 2 Vidikovac Gakusa Water Cave
v Gakusa Viewpoint 7 Graovceva pecina
Graovceva Cave
8 Brdo Radlovac

3 Stulica kulina
Medieval fortress

Stulica Kula Radlovac Hill
4 Spilja Supljaca 9 Crkvina
Cave Supljaca 10 Bjelopolje |

a ~ PobLApA(
Vrebacka ] ¥
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Pusta sela uz Jadovu

Povijesni tragovi otkrivaju tisuéljetnu naseljenost podrucja :
© surrounding the Jadova River. This region experienced peak

{ population from 1900 until the beginning of World War I. Due

: to three wars and multiple waves of emigration, the villages

i around Jadova are nearly deserted today. According to the latest

¢ population census (2021), only about 200 residents live along the
: Jadova in seven villages and 17 hamlets. The villages and hamlets
along the Jadova include Gornja Plo¢a (Donja Ploca, Tepsin

i Dol), Mogori¢ (Buljmize, Ilinac, Kréevine, Ljubi¢ici, Zaklanova
Varo$, Zeba), Pavlovac Vrebacki (Seliste Vrebacko), Zavode
(Miscevici), Vrebac (Rudezi), Barlete (Draga, Podkraj, Zavode

¢ Barletsko), and Ostrvica (Kulica, Polovine, Vu¢jak Ostrovicki).

oko rijeke Jadove. Ovaj kraj biljezi vrhunac naseljenosti
od 1900. godine do pocetka Prvoga svjetskog rata. Zbog
tri rata i vi$e valova iseljavanja sela oko Jadove su danas
gotovo pusta. Prema posljednjem popisu stanovnistva
(2021.) uz Jadovu Zivi samo oko 200 stanovnika u sedam
sela i 17 zaseoka. Sela i zaseoci uz Jadovu su Gornja Ploca
(Donja Ploca, Tepsin Dol), Mogori¢ (Buljmize, Ilinac,
Kréevine, Ljubicici, Zaklanova Varo$, Zeba), Pavlovac
Vrebacki (Seliste Vrebacko), Zavode (Miscéevici), Vrebac
(Rudezi), Barlete (Draga, Podkraj, Zavode Barletsko)

i Ostrvica (Kulica, Polovine, Vu¢jak Ostrovicki).

. Deserted villages along the Jadova River

Historical traces reveal a millennium-long settlement in the area

Kratak opis toka Jadove

Izvor Jadove nalazi se nedaleko od sela Gornja Ploca,
blizu zaseoka Laziéi, nekoliko desetaka metara od brze
ceste Udbina - Gornja Plo¢a. Brdo ispod kojeg izvire
rijeka predstavlja krajnji isto¢ni rub gorja Vrebacka
staza. Kratko tece prema jugu te na Bjelopolju pravi
$iroki luk i nastavlja prema zapadu. Na Bjelopolju
prima prvu pritoku, mali potok Salakovac.

Nakon Gornje Ploce, Jadova protjece kroz Donju
Plo¢u i pomalo se udaljava od gorja Vrebacka staza i
tece sjevernim rubom Lickog polja. U selu Mogori¢

s desne strane prima pritoku Kovacicu. Kod zaseoka
Maljkovidi tece u smjeru sjevera i prolazi kroz sela
Pavlovac Vrebacki i Zavode. U ovom dijelu toka Jadova
se potpuno priblizava juznim padinama Vrebacke staze.
Kod Vrepca prima desnu pritoku Graovéevu rijeku,
skrece prema jugu pa uskoro opet prema zapadu.
Nakon Vrepca s desne strane prima jos$ tri potoka -
Rakica potok, Tunjevac i Volaricki potok. Ulaskom

u uski kanjon kod Barleta postaje iznimno tesko
dostupna te se kod sela Kulica ulijeva u rijeku Liku.

< Rano proljeée u blizini
Vodene pecine
Early spring near
the Water Cave

Brief description of the Jadova’s course

The source of the Jadova is located near the village of
Gornja Ploca, close to the hamlet of Lazi¢i, a few dozen
meters from the Udbina - Gornja Plo¢a high-speed
road. The hill from which the river originates, represents
the easternmost edge of the Vrebac Trail range. It

briefly flows south and forms a wide arc at the village

of Bjelopolje, continuing westward. At Bjelopolje, it
receives its first tributary, the small Salakovac stream.
After Gornja Ploca, the Jadova passes through Donja
Ploca, gradually moving away from the Vrebac Trail range,
flowing along the northern edge of the Lika Field. In the
village of Mogori¢, it receives the Kovacica tributary from
the right. Near the hamlet of Maljkovidi, it flows north
and passes through the villages of Pavlovac Vrebacki
and Zavode. In this part of its course, the Jadova comes
very close to the southern slopes of the Vrebac Trail.
Near Vrebac, it receives the right tributary Graovceva
River, turns south, and soon again to the west. After
Vrebag, it receives three more streams from the right

- the Rakica stream, the Tunjevac, and the Volaricki
stream. Entering a narrow canyon near the village of
Barlete, it becomes extremely difficult to access and,

at the hamlet of Kulica, it joins the Lika River.
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IZVOR RIJEKE JADOVE
SOURCE OF THE JADOVA RIVER

Rijeka Jadova izvire u blizini
zaseoka Lazi¢i kod Gornje Ploce
Izvor se naziva Jezero i nalazi se u
uskoj izduzenoj dolini okruzenoj
vapnenackim stijenama, na ¢ijim se
rubovima nalazi vi$e manjih izvora.
Svi ti izvori tvore jezero duZine oko
100 m i $irine oko 15 m. Glavni
izvor je prili¢no neobic¢an. Nalazi
se na sjevernom rubu jezera u $pilji
iz koje dopire zvuk zubora vode.
Od ulaza u $pilju koncentri¢no se
po povrsini jezera $ire mali valovi.
U $pilji je slap koji ¢ujemo, ali ne
vidimo. Slap se ulijeva u jezero i
tako nastaju koncentri¢ni valovi.
Ovako neobican izvor samo je prva u
nizu zanimljivosti koje krije Jadova.
Sjeverno od izvora pruza se divlji
klanac kojim tek rijetko dotjece rijeka
Suvaja koja izvire u blizini Udbine.

The Jadova River springs near the hamlet of Lazi¢i near Gornja Ploca.

The source is called ‘Jezero’ (CRO: lake) and is located in a narrow-elongated
valley surrounded by limestone rocks with several smaller springs along its
edges. All these springs form a lake approximately 100 meters long and 15
meters wide. The main source is quite unusual. It is located on the northern
edge of the lake in a cave where the sound of rushing water can be heard.
Concentric ripples spread across the lake’s surface from the cave entrance.
There is a waterfall inside the cave which we can hear but cannot see. The
waterfall flows into the lake and this is how concentric waves are created.
This unique source is just the first in a series of interesting features that

the Jadova River offers. North of the source, there is a wild gorge through
which the Suvaja River, which originates near Udbina, sometimes flows.

< Spilja Jezero - glavniizvor
kristalno bistre Jadove
Jezero Cave - the main source
of the crystal-clear Jadova
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TRAGOVI JAPODA
TRACES OF THE JAPODS

Na lijevoj obali Jadove, nedalekood i  On the left bank of the Jadova River, not far from the source, there is a smaller
izvora, nalazi se manja poluspilja i semi-cave where archaeological excavations have been carried out. Remains of
ispred koje su izvr§ena arheoloska i hearths, pottery, and animal bones were found there. On the right side of the
iskapanja. Tu su pronadeni ostaci i Jadova, roughly opposite the semi-cave, there is a larger cave, 32 meters long,
ognjista, nesto keramike i zivotinjske i where human bones, pottery, jewelry, and traces of burning were also found. The
kosti. S desne strane Jadove, otprilike | analysis of the discovered objects revealed their age to be between 2800 and 2900
nasuprot polus$pilje, jos je veca i vyears, placing them in the late Bronze Age. At that time, the Japod people lived
$pilja duzine 32 metra u kojoj su i in the area of Lika, the Ogulin-Plagki Valley, and region of Pounje. Based on the
takoder pronadene ljudske kosti, i discovered traces, archaeologists concluded that the smaller semi-cave was used
keramika, nakit i tragovi paljevine. i for dwelling, while the large cave on the right bank was used for burying the dead.
Analiza p.ronfl.denlh predmeta i« Arheolozi su utvrdili da su u ovoj

pokazala je njihovu starost od 2800 polupilji stanovali Japodi

do 2900 godina pa se svrstavaju u Archaeologists have

kraj kasnog bron¢anog doba. Tada determined that the Japods

lived in this semi-cave

je na podrudju Like, Ogulinsko-
plas¢anske udoline i Pounja Zivio :
narod Japoda. Na osnovi otkrivenih Spilja na desnoj obali P>
tragova arheolozi su zakljucili da je H izvorisnog jezera u kojoj su

. T y. . : Japodi pokapali mrtve
manja poluspilja sluzila za stanovanje, - the riaht bank of th

ST oo . . ave on the right bank of the
dok je velika $pilja, na desnoj obali, : source lake where the Japods
sluzila za pokapanje mrtvih. : used to bury the dead




Prica o rijeci Jadovi je ujedno prica
o prekrasnim vidikovcima koji se
pruzaju s brojnih, lako dostupnih
uzvisina iznad rijeke. Iznad Bjelopolja
i zaseoka Lazici uzdize se brdo
Gakusa preko kojeg prolazi stara
cesta koja povezuje Udbinu i Gornju
Plo¢u. Ve¢ nakon prve serpentine
stize se na odli¢an vidikovac s kojeg
se pruza iznimno lijep pogled na
Bjelopolje, brdo Zir (849 m) i niz
velebitskih vrhova u pozadini. Po
sredini polja vijuga rijeka Jadova.

< Pogled s vidikovca Gakusa na
Bjelopolje, Zir i Velebit u pozadini
View from the Gakusa viewpoint of
the village of Bjelopolje, the Zir hill and
the Velebit peaks in the background

The story of the Jadova River is also a story of exceptional viewpoints

that can be enjoyed from numerous easily accessible elevations above

the river. Gakusa hill rises above Bjelopolje and the hamlet of Lazi¢i,
crossed by an old road connecting Udbina and Gornja Ploc¢a. After the
first hairpin turn, you reach a viewpoint offering a stunning view of the
village of Bjelopolje, the Zir hill (849 m), and a row of Velebit peaks in the
background. The Jadova River meanders through the middle of the field.

Pogled s Gaku$e na Zir i Velebit | View from Gakusa to Zir and Velebit
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25 MOSTOVA PREKO RIJEKE JADOVE
25 BRIDGES OVER THE JADOVA RIVER

Preko Jadove izgradeno je vise od 25
mostova §to je, s obzirom na duzinu
rijeke od samo 41 kilometar, prili¢no
mnogo. Velik broj mostova otkriva
da je nekad zivot pulsirao uz obje
strane rijeke. Svi mostovi su kolni,
osim bivseg pjesackog mosta Ljesa
Varnici¢a u Vrepcu. Ve¢inom su
imena dobivali po prezimenima ljudi
koji su vezani uz njihovu izgradnju pa
su neki od naziva mostova Popovica,
Kljaji¢a, Koracev, Vrbica, Vuckovica...
Zanimljiv je Celemijski most &ije
ime potjece iz osmanskog razdoblja,
no znacenje rijeci je nepoznato.
Pojedini mostovi su bezimeni ili

im je ime zaboravljeno, kao §to je
drveni most kod Vodene pecine,
most ispod Radlovca, most preko
Kovacice... Mostovi su povezivali
sela i omogucavali odlazak u polja.

There are more than 25 bridges built over the Jadova River, which is quite a lot
considering the river’s length of only 41 kilometers. The significant number
of bridges reveals that life once pulsed on both sides of the river. All the
bridges are vehicular, except for the former pedestrian bridge ‘Ljesa Varnici¢a’
in Vrebac. Most of them are named after the surnames of people associated
with their construction, such as Popovi¢, Kljaji¢, Kora¢, Vrbica, Vuckovi¢,

etc. An interesting one is the ‘Celemijski’ bridge, whose name originates

from the Ottoman period, but the meaning of the word is unknown. Some
bridges are nameless or have been forgotten, like the wooden bridge near

the Water Cave, the bridge below Radlovac, the bridge over the Kovacica,

etc. These bridges would connect villages and thus enable access to fields.

< Most Vrbicau
Pavlovi¢ima

‘Vrbica’ in Pavloviéi

‘Radlovaéki most P
u Zavodu

‘Radlovac’ bridge
in Zavode
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Ljesa Varni¢i¢a u Vrepcu Kora¢ev most izmedu Zeli¢a i Selista
‘Ljesa Varnicica’ bridge in Vrebac ‘Ljesa Varnicica’ bridge in Vrebac




< Kijaji¢a most u Gornjoj Plogi Most kod Vodene pecine A

‘Kljaji¢a’ bridge’ in Gornja Plo¢a Bridge near the Water Cave




KAMENI PRIJELAZI
STONE CROSSINGS (STEPPING STONES)

Jedna od najvecih atrakcija duz Jadove
su prastari kameni prijelazi preko
rijeke. Na mjestima gdje je Jadova
plitka, umjesto da grade mostove, ljudi
su se dosjetili jednostavnom rjesenju.
U rijeku su postavili krupno kamenje,
udaljeno jedno od drugog to¢no toliko
da se po njima moze koracati, a da
izmedu njih moze protjecati voda.
Starost ovih prijelaza nemoguce je
utvrditi, ali mozemo mastati i ne¢emo
pogrijesiti ako kazemo da su jako,
jako stari. Cak postoji moguénost da
se prijelaz Drac¢inov brod nalazi na
trasi rimskog puta koji je vodio do
rimskog naselja Ancus (danas selo
Vrebac). Neke prijelaze mjestani zovu
brod, negdje ih zovu skakala, neki
nemaju imena ili su zaboravljena.
Kameni prijelazi preko Jadove
iznimno su vrijedna i jedinstvena

graditeljska bastina koja ¢eka

stru¢nu valorizaciju, obnovu, zastitu

i prezentaciju javnosti. Zami$ljamo
interpretacijsku stazu koja bi povezala
dio tih prijelaza - $etnja uz rijeku i
skakutanje preko nje po kamenju koje
je postavljeno u dalekoj proslosti.

Bila bi to lijepa turisticka atrakcija.

< Kameni prijelaz
u Gornjoj Ploc€i
Stone crossing
in Gornja Ploc¢a

Kameni prijelaz D>
kod Selista
Stone crossing
near SelisSte

One of the biggest attractions along

the Jadova River is the ancient stone

crossings over the river. In places

where the Jadova is shallow, instead of
i building bridges, people ingeniously

devised a simple solution. They

i placed large stones in the river, spaced

exactly enough to step on them while
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allowing water to flow between them.
The age of these stepping stones is
impossible to determine, but we can
imagine that they are very, very old.
There’s even a possibility that the
Dracinov brod crossing is located on
the route of a Roman road leading
to the Roman settlement Ancus
(now the village of Vrebac). Some
locals call these crossings “brod”
(boat), others call them “skakala”
(jumping points), some have no
names or have been forgotten. Stone
crossings over the Jadova represent

et
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an exceptionally valuable and unique b R HEPN T S T T PEZATE AR A prijelaz preko
architectural heritage awaiting . N T e B i Raki¢a potoka
professional evaluation, restoration, HEE TR o E.. G : Crossing over

the Rakic¢a

protection, and presentation to the stream

public. We envision an interpretative
trail which would connect some of
these crossings—a walk along the
river and jumping over the stones
set in the distant past. It could turn

into a beautiful tourist attraction. Kameni prijelaz

Dracinov brod
u Zavodu

R -, ¢ B % o Stone crossing
Kameni prijelaz kod Vodene peéine P - Draé&inov brod

Stone crossing near the Water Cave : ‘ ' in Zavode




SREDNJOVJEKOVNA UTVRDA - STULICA KULINA
MEDIEVAL FORTRESS - STULICA KULA

Prema povijesnim je izvorima u
Li¢kom polju u srednjem vijeku
postojalo oko 60 utvrda i kula. Neke
su unistili ratovi, neke su unistene
kako ne bi koristile neprijatelju,

a neke su jednostavno napustene
nakon odlaska Osmanlija pa ih je
razorio zub vremena. Oko Jadove
se nalazi puno manjih uzvisenja

< Stuli¢a kulina, jedina prezivjela
srednjovjekovna utvrda
oko rijeke Jadove

Stuli¢a kula, the only surviving
medieval fortress around
the Jadova River

na kojima je u davna vremena
stajala neka obrambena gradevina
ili promatra¢nica. Tragova tih
gradevina jos je jako malo, no ostali
su nazivi koji pri¢aju price: Kulina,
Gradina, Karaula, Strazbenica...
Ipak, jedna je gradina nekim ¢udom
prezivjela sve nevolje i danas jedina
svjedo¢i o burnoj srednjovjekovnoj
proslosti ovoga kraja. To je Stuli¢a
kulina, izgradena na nepristupa¢noj
kamenoj uzvisini na nadmorskoj
visini oko 650 m pokraj zaseoka
Stuli¢i, u selu Gornja Ploca. Staza
do gradine postoji, ali zarasla je i
gotovo neprohodna. Orijentacija

je takoder otezana jer gradinu sa
svih strana skriva $uma. Prema stilu
gradnje povjesnicari procjenjuju

da je izgradena oko 1500. godine.
Njezini graditelji su najvjerojatnije

¢lanovi obitelji Karlovi¢ koji su prije
dolaska Osmanlija imali posjede u
ovom kraju. U osmansko doba vlasnik
gradine bio je izvjesni beg Stuli¢,

no vise podataka o njemu nema.
Unutar zidina uzdize se kruzna

kula unutra$njeg promjera 4 i

visine oko 10 metara. S obzirom na
njezinu starost, moze se re¢i da je

u jako dobrom stanju. S tri strane
utvrdu $titi nepristupacan teren,
dok je jedini mogudi pristup s juga.
Tijekom naseg boravka na njoj cijelo
je vrijeme iznad glava kruzio jedan
gavran. Uglavnom je letio visoko,

no povremeno bi se spustio i nesto
nize. Graktao je na nas sve dok se
nismo prili¢no udaljili. Ostaje tajna
je li negdje na kuli imao gnijezdo s
jajima ili je to duh jednog od vlasnika
koji jo$ tu Zivi i ¢uva svoju kulu.
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Doznajte viSe o, Siroj javnosti slabo poznatoj, lickoj
rie€ici Jadovi €ija je voda jo$ uvijek kristalno Cista.
Izvire kod Gornje Plo¢e u Opc¢ini Lovinac, te¢e Li¢kim
poljem te nakon 41 kilometra utjeCe u rijeku Liku
nedaleko od Gospic¢a kao njezina najveca pritoka. Uz
Jadovu su nadeni tragovi Covjekove prisutnosti jos
od bron¢anog doba i vremena Japoda. lako kratka,
premoscuje je ¢ak 25 mostova i kamenih prijelaza, Sto
najbolje oslikava nekadasnji zivot uz danas opustjelu
rijeku. Ova knjizica nastala u tandemu fotografa
Nikole Cetine i tekstopisca Faruka Islamovica otkriva
njezine Cari te vas poziva na posjet. Mozda najbolje
u proljece i jesen, kad je korito Jadove puno vode.

Find out more about the Jadova, a lesser-known Lika
river, whose water has remained crystal clear to this
day. It springs from Gornja Ploc¢a in the Municipality
of Lovinac, flows through the Lika Field, and after
41 kilometers, it merges into the Lika River near
Gospi¢ as its largest tributary. Traces of human
presence have been found along the Jadova since
the Bronze Age and the time of the Japods. Despite
its short length, it is spanned by 25 bridges and
stone crossings, reflecting the former life alongside
the now deserted river. This book, created in
tandem by photographer Nikola Cetina and writer
Faruk Islamovié, unveils its charms and invites you
to visit it. Perhaps the best time is in spring and
autumn, when the Jadova riverbed is full of water.

Cijena 20 eura

789532 392?39H

www.meridijani.com
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